
World War I 
The Great War  

1914-1920 





Main Causes 

• Militarism 

• Alliances 

• Imperialism 

• Nationalism 

 

 

•MAIN  



“Spark” of War 

Franz Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria 

and his Wife Sophie, one hour before 

their deaths, June 28, 1914 



















US Neutrality 



US Neutrality??? 

• Value of US Exports for 1914: 

• Allies: $824.8 Million 

• Central Powers: $169.3 Million 

• Value of US Exports for 1916: 

• Allies: $3.2 Billion  

• Central Powers: $1.2 Million 

• Value of US loans for 1917 

• Allies: $2.5 Billion 

• Central Powers: $27 Million 



1916 Election 



























3 Main Reasons US Enters 
WWI  
• Sinking of the Lusitania 

• Zimmerman Note 

• Communist take over of Russia 



Woodrow Wilson April 2, 1917 

 • “The world must be 
made safe for 
democracy…” 

• Woodrow Wilson 





America Tips the Balance 

• Selective Service Act 

• May, 1917 

• Military Draft 

• 24 Million registered, 3 Million called into duty, 2 Million serve in 
Europe 

• Soldiers enter Europe fresh and idealized compared to their 
European counterparts 

• Soldiers are nicknamed “doughboys” (white belts) 

 



https://www.sss.gov/






George Creel-Committee of 
Public Information (CPI) 



Convincing the American 
People-Propaganda campaign 













Even Music…. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k9XZB6O26w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPLS5nNFWTU


How did the war effect the US? 

• African-Americans 

• African-Americans 
serve in segregated 
units 

• In the “Great 
Migration” thousands 
of African Americans 
moved to the North to 
work in factories 

• Racism and prejudice 
still exist during the 
war 

 







How did the war effect the US? 

• Women 

• Women filled factory 
jobs 

• Women’s war effort 
helped bring about 
passage of the 19th 
Amendment after the 
war giving women the 
right to vote. 

 

 





How did the war effect the US? 
• Enforcing Loyalty 

•  The Espionage Act 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 punished 
those against the war, many of whom  were labor leaders. 

 



Schenck vs. United States, 1919 







Oliver Wendell Holmes 

• “The most stringent protection of free speech would not 
protect a man in falsely shouting fire in a theatre and causing 
a panic...The question in every case is whether the words used 
are used in such circumstances and are of such a nature as to 
create a clear and present danger that they will bring about 
the substantive evils that Congress has a right to prevent.” 

 

--Majority Opinion, Schenck v. United States, 1919 

9-0 Ruling 

 



End of World War I- 
November 11, 1918 

• “On the eleventh 
hour, of the eleventh 
day, of the eleventh 
month, the great war 
was over…” 



Plan for Peace 

• 14 Points: 

• No secret treaties 

• Freedom of the Seas 

• More free trade 

• Reduction of arms 

• Less colonialism 

• A League of Nations to 
promote peace 
through collective 
security. 

 



Versailles Meetings 
• The Big Four leaders:  

• Wilson (U.S.), Clemenceau 
(France), Lloyd George 
(England), and Orlando (Italy), 
worked out the Treaty’s 
details 

• Wilson conceded on most of 
his 14 points in return for the 
establishment of the League 
of Nations. 

•  On June 28, 1919, the Big 
Four and the leaders of the 
defeated nations gathered in 
the Hall of Mirrors at 
Versailles and signed the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

 



Treaty of Versailles 

• The Treaty established nine new nations 

• It broke up the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman 
Empire empires. 

• It barred Germany from maintaining an army, required them 
to give Alsace-Lorraine back to France, and forced them to pay 
$33 billion in reparations to the Allies. 

 







Weakness of the Treaty 

• The harsh treatment of Germany prevented the Treaty from 
creating a lasting peace in Europe 

• The Treaty humiliated the Germans by forcing them to admit 
sole responsibility for the war (War-Guilt Clause) 

• Furthermore, Germany would never be able to pay $33 billion 
in reparations. 

 





Debate of the Treaty at Home 



Henry Cabot Lodge (R-MA) 

• Leads opposition 
against the League of 
Nations: 

• “Article X” 
• Compels the United 

States to defend a 
sovereign nation from 
attack 











Wilson’s Stroke 

• Ultimately, the Senate rejected U.S. involvement in the very 
League the U.S. President had created. 

 


















