. 2. New torkers Ridicule Feminists (1856)

Male opponenis of femirtism claimed that the female crusaders were frustrated old
maids (many, i fact, ware married); that women would become coarsened and de-

Jeminized by entering the culibroai.arena of politics; that their busbands (If they
were lucly enough to bave hushands} would look after their rights; and thal woman, |

tike black slaves, were dininely ordained io he infertor and wonld be bappfer in thal
status. An editorial in the New York Hemld wondered whal would bappen if preg.
nant sea capiains, generals, members nf Congress, physiclahs, and lawyers wers

sitddenly seizad inith birth pangs in critical sitnations, The follmving official report

reveals lhe joking condescension with which the New York leglslatitre appmacbed
the problem. How migbi feniinists bave answered ibese jibes?

Mr. Foote, from the Judiciary Commiltee, mnde a report on Womens Rights that
sel the whole House I roars of faughier

“The Comuittee Is composed of murried nnd single gem!emen ‘The bachelors ~

" on the Commiltee, with becoming dIfficence, have feft the subject prewty much to
ihe marred gentlemen. They have considered it with 1lie sld of the light they have

before them and the experence marded life hns given them. Thus aided, they are” |

enabled to siate that the ladies always have the best place and cholcest dbit at the
1hle. They have the hesi seat in the cars, carriages, and sleighs; the warmest place
in the winier, and the coolest place in the summner. They have thelr cholce on which

side of the bed they will lie, front or back. A lady’s dress cosis three Hmes as moch’

a8 that of a gentlemany and, at the present time, with the prevalling fashion, one lady -

. occuples three times as tnuch space In the world as a gentleman,

*ft lias thus appeared to the marrled gentiemen of your Commitiee, heing a ma-
Jorlty (the bachelors being silent for the renson mentioned, and also probably for
the further renson.that they are stili suitnes for the favoes of the gentler sex), that, if
there is any Inequality or oppression In the case, the gentlemen are the sufferers.
They, liowever, liave presented ta petitious far redress; having, dnublle‘m, made up
their minds to yleld to an inevitable desliny. _

“On the whole, the Comittee have concluded 1o recommend no measure, ex-
cept that as they have observed several instances in which husband and wife have
hoth signed the same petition. tn such case, they would recommend the parties 10

apply {or a Jaw nutherzing them 1o change dresses, so that the husband may wear -

pettlcoats, and the wife the breeches, and thus indicate fo their nelghbors and the
public ihe true relation in which they stand 10 each mher

3. Lucy Stone Protests Traditional Marrlage (1855)

- Luey Stove gradnated fmm Obserlin College (America’s first coeducational fmmu-
tion of bigher learning) in 1847 and lannched barself on a lifelong career as a re-
Jormer, She was an nmijmkm: aholitionist and adwocate of women's rights,
Traditionalists were so Irritated 1with ber ihat they rudely repeatad a poem published

i, C. S1anion et al, eds,, History nf Wman Syffage (1881, vol. L, pp. 629-630,
7 o ef al, eds, Misiory of Woman Sufivge [U8RLY, vol. 1, pp. 260-261.

bya Hoston telwspeper prontising “fame's loud triempet shall be blown® Jor ihe man
who “with a wedding kiss shwis up the mouth of Lncy Stone.“ When she did many

© Henry B. Bluckwell in 1855, sbe bardly full sitent, instead, with ber new blsband,

she used the ovcasion 1o dramatize \be plight of women. In ber wedding declaration,
which follows, what uspects of womens conditton are mosl condemned? 01 what
weiys-does this docimeit suggest the ru.'anvmblp butrweon thy wbutittonist and fent.
nist erusades?

Broieyl

White u:.kuuwteclglng our watual atfealbn by publicly sssunsiuy the relatitn.
ship of husbund ayd wite, yet in justice 10 oumselves and & grew principle, we decm
it u duty 1o declure it this act on our puit lneplies no sinction of, nor promise of
valunry obedieace 1o such of tie present kaws of muninge, a3 reluse to recognize
the wife 13 an lndependen, raional being, while they confer upon the husband an '

+, Injurious and unnutural superiordty, investing lim with legal powers which no hon-

oruble nuwn would exercise, und wilich no man should possess, We protest espe-
clully aguinst the laws wlich give 16 the husband: '

1. The cusindy of the wife's pemon,

2. The exclusive conirol und gunrdiunship of thuir children, .

3. The sule ownership of her peronal, und use of her mul esnwe, unless previ-©
ously seufed upon her, or pliced In the hands of wusiees, as i e cuse of
winory, lunaties, and idio,

4. Tihe ubsolute right to the product of lier Indusiry.

3. Also ugalnst lsws which give 1o the witlower so much lurger and more pc:rm.:-
nent an inerest in the propeny of his deceased wite, than ey gw: to the -
widow in it of the decessed liusbund,

6. Pinally, aguinst tlte whole systein by which “the legul exisience of the wife {s
suspended during nuninge,” so that in nost States, she neither hus a legal purnt
In the cholee of her residence, nor can she ninke a will, nor sue or be sucd in
her own ame, nor inherit propeny,

We belleve 1hut personal Independence and equal human rights can never be
forfeited, except for grime; ithat marriuge should be an equul and pennunent pars
nership, und so recognized by taw; that undl i is so recognlzed, marded puctners
should provide sguinst the mdicul injustice of present fuws, by every means b their
power.

We believe that where domesiic dltﬁc.uluea uriau no appedl should be inade.10

Tegal tribunals under existing lnws, but that udl difficulties should be submitied 1o the

equible adjusunent of nebinmons mutually chosen,
Thus reverum.!ng law, we enter our protesi aginst rules and customs which are
unworthy of the nung, stace 1hey violute justice, the essence of law,

Hhines u.-.,"\ [LT T |}
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statesmen may dream of reconstructing the world out of alliances,
hegemonies and spheres of influence, but woman, continuing to
produce explosive populations, will convert these pledges into the
proverbial scraps of paper; or she may, by controlling birth, lift moth-
erhood to the plane of a voluntary, intelligent function, and remake
the world. When the world is thus remade, it will exceed the dn_aam
of statesman, reformer and revolutionist. \

2. What does the IWW?’s experience reveal about the status of civil liber-
tiesin early-twentieth-century America?

118. Margaret Sanger on “Free Motherhood,”
from Woman and the New Race (1920)

Most women who belong to the workers’ families have no accurate
or reltable knowledge of contraceptives, and are, therefore, bringing
children into the world so rapidly that they, their families and their
class are overwhelmed with numbers. Out of these numbers.. . have
grown many of the burdens with which society in general is weighted;
- out of them have come, also, the want, disease, hard living conditions

Source: Margaret Sanger: “Free Motherhood,” from Woman and the New
Race, rgz0. Reprinted with permission of Alexander Sanger, Executor of the
Estate of Margaret Sanger.

The word “feminism” entered the political vocabulary for the first time in
the years before World Warl, It expressed not only traditional demands
such as the right to vote and greater economic opportunities for wamen
but a quest for free sexual expression and reproductive choice as essential
te warnen’s emancipation. The law banned not only the sale of birth con- .
trol devices but distributing information about them,

More than any other individual, Margaret Sanger, one of eleven chil-
dren of an Irish-American working-class family, placed the issue of birth
control at the heart of the new feminism. She began openly advertising
birth control devices in her own journal, The Woman Rebel. In 1916, Sanger
opened a clinic in a working-class neighborhood of Brooklyn and began
distributing contraceptive devices to poor Jewish and Italian women, an

.action for which she was sentenced to 2 month in prison. Like the IWW
free-speech fights, Sanger’s experience revealed how laws set rigid limits
to Americans’ freedom of expression.

- and general misery of the workers. _
- The women of this class are the greatest sufferers of all. Not only
- do they bear the material hardships and deprivations in common
- with the rest of the family, but in the case of the mother, these are
- intensified. It is the man and the child who have first call upon the
- insufficient amount of food. It is the man and the child who get
the recreation, if there isany to be had, for the man’s hours of labor
are usually limited by law or by his Iabor union.

It is the woman who suffers first from hunger, the woman whose
clothing is least adequate, the woman who must work all hours, even
though she is not compelled, as in the case of millions, to go into a fac-
tory to add to her husband’s scanty income, It is she, too, whose health
breaks first and most hopelessly, under the long hours of work, the
- drain of frequent childbearing, and often almost constant nursing
of babies. There are no eight-hour laws to protect the mother against
overwork and toil in the home; no laws to protect her against ill
health and the diseases of pregnancy and reproduction. In fact there
hasbeen almost no thought or consideration given for the protection
of the mother in the home of the workingman.

it mimsiaskines s i

THE MOST FAR-REACHING social development of modern times is
the revolt of woman against sex servitude. The most important
force in the re;naking of the world is a free motherhood. Beside this
force, the elaborate international programmes of modern statesmen
are weak and superficial. Diplomats may formulate leagues of nations
and nations may pledge their utmost strength to maintain them,
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The basic freedom of the world is woman’s freedom. A free race
cannot be born of slave mothers. A woman enchained cannot choose
but give a measure of that bondage to her sons and daughters. No
woman can call herself free who does not own and control her body,
No woman can call herself free until she can choose consciously
whether she will or will not be a mother.

It does not greatly alter the case that some women call themselves
free because they earn their own ﬁvings, while others profess free-

dom because they defy the conventions of sex relationship. She who

earns her own living gains a sort of freedom that is not to be under-
valued, but in quality and in quantity it is of little account beside

the untrammeled choice of mating or not mating, of being a mother

or not being a mother. She gains food and clothing and shelter, at
least, without submitting to the charity of her companion, but the
earning of her own living does not give her the development of he
inner sex wrge, far deeper and more powerful in its outworkings:
than any of these externals. In order to have that development, she
must still meet and solve the problem of motherhood.

With the so-called “free” woman, who chooses a mate in defiance
of convention, freedom s largely a question of characterand audacity, .

If she does attain to an unrestricted choice of a mate, she is still in
a position to be enslaved through her reproductive powers. Indeed,
the pressure of law and custom upon the woman not legally mar-
ried is likely to make her more of a slave than the woman fortunate
enough to marry the man of her choice,

Voluntary motherhood implies a new morality—a vigorous, con-

structive, liberated morality. That morality will, first of all, prevent
the submergence of womanhood into motherhood. It will set its face
against the.conversion of women into mechanical maternity and
toward the creation of a new race.

Woman's role has been that of an incubator and little more. She
has given birth to an incubated race. She has given to her children
what little she was permitted to give, but of herself, of her personal-
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ty, almost nothing. In the mass, she has brought forth quantity, not
quality. The requirement of a male dominated civilization has been
numbers. She has met that requirement.

It is the essential function of voluntary motherhood to choose its
own mate, to determine the time of childbearing and to regulate
strictly the number of offspring. Natuzal affection upon her part,
nstead of selection dictated by sacial or economic advantage, will
give her a better fatherhood for her children. The exercise of her right
o decide how many children she will have and when she shall have
them will procure for her the time necessary to the development of
other faculties than that of reproduction. She will give play to her
astes, her talents and herambitions. She will become a full-rounded

A free womanhood turns of its own desire to a free and happy

but, which is enriched because she is unsubmerged. When we voice,
 then, the necessity of setting the feminine spirit utterly and abso-
utely free, thought turns naturally not to rights of the woman, nor
;. indeed of the mother, but to the rights of the child—of all children
in the world, For this is the miracle of free womanhood, that in its
: freedom it becomes the race mother and opens its heart in fruitful
- affection for humanity.

‘Questions

1. How does Sanger define “free womanhood"?

2. How does she believe access to birth control will change women’s lives?
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been held abroad for the discussion of cémmon interests, colonia
questions and the future cooperative development of Africa. I
terms of the race question as a world problem, the Negro mind has)
leapt, so t6 speak, upon the parapets of prejudice and extended 1ts»}
cramped horizons. In so domg it has linked up with the growin
group consciousness of the dark peoples and is graduaﬂy learnin]
their common interests. As one of our writers has recently put it
“It is imperative that we understand the white world in its relation
1o the non-white world” As with the Jew, persecution is making th
Negro international.
~ Asaworld phenomenon this wider race conscicusnessis a dlffer
ent thing from the much asserted rising tide of color. Iis mf:\ntabhadi

causes are not of our making. The consequences are not necessaril 3

damagmg to the best interests of civilization, Whether it actuall‘y‘_

brings into being new Armadas of conflict or argosies of cultu 1 i

exchange and enlightenment can only be decided by the attitude:oft
the dominant races in an era of critical change. With the America;
Negro, his new internationalism is primarily an effort to recaptur
contact with the scattered peoples of African derivation. Garveyis
may be a transient, if spectacular, phenomenon, but the possible rolg
of the American Negro in the future development of Africa is one: ofd
the most constructive and universally helpful missions that anye
modern people can lay claim to. Co

Questions

1. What does Locke mean when he writes, "the day of ‘aunties;! ‘un

(K1}

and ‘mammies'” is gone?

2, Why does Locke consider Harlem a true “race capital” for blacks?
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‘g22; Elsie Hill, the daughterof a Connecticut congressman who had been

, dtrested for picketing at the White House during Woodrow Wilson's

sidency, represented the Woman's Party. Florence Kelley, the head of
National Consumers' League and an architect of Jegislation limiting

i he hours of work for women, offered the traditional view that women

eded special protection by the government, The ERA failed, aiid the
ate would be repeated in the 1970 when it once again entered national

ities.

. HiL: Tur REmMovAL of all forms of the subjection of women is
the purpose to which the National Woman’s Party is dedicated. Its
311'::1fesent campaign to remove the discriminations against women in
e laws of the United States is but the beginning of its determined

Hiefiort to secure the freedom of women, an integral part of the strug-

“hgle for human liberty for which women are first of all Iesponmbie

interest lies in the final release of women from the class of 4
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deperiden‘t, subservient being to which early civilization commi
ted her. : ST

The laws of the various states at present hold her in that clag

They deny her a control of her children equal to the father's; thejilll

deny her, if married, the right to her own earnings; they punish he
for offenses for which men go unpunished. ... These laws are ng
' the creation of this age, but the fact that they are still tolerated. o;

our statute books and that in some states their removal is vigoriia]

ously resisted shows the hold of old traditions upon us. Since th
passage of the Suffrage Amendment the incongruity of these la
dating back many centuries, has becorne more than ever marke
An amendment to the Federal Constitution... if adopted, woul
remove them at one stroke. - '
Kerrey: Sex is a biological fact. The political rights of citizen: '_
not properly dependent upon sex, but social and domestic relation
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* and industrial activities are. A1l modern-minded people desire that
women should have full political equality and like opportunity in

business and the professions. .., The inescapable facts are, howevers il

that men do not bear children, are freed from the burdens of mat
nity, and are not susceptible, in the same measure as women, 40
poisons now increasingly characteristic of certain industries, an
"to the universal poison of fatigue. These are differences so fa
reaching, so fundamental, thatitis grotesque to ignore them, Wome
cannot be made men by act of the legislature or by amendment
the Federal Constitution. ... The inherent differences are permanen
- Women will always need many laws different from those neede
bymen, . .
The effort to enact the blanket bill in defiance of all biologica
differences recklessly imperils the special laws for women a
such, for wives, for mothers, and forwage-earners. ... Isthe Nationd
Woman's Party for or against protective measures for wage
earning women? Will it publicly state whether it is for or againg
the eight-hour day and minimum-wage commissions for women
Yes or no?

Tow do the arguments of Hill and Kelley reflect different definitions of

n’s freedom and their role in society?:

£ mge s




