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Reflection & Discussion Questions
1) Where did Joseph Smith grow up?  What was the religious movement sweeping the area at that time, and how did that affect his spiritual quest?

2) What is the root of the word “revelation”?  What does this mean in a religious context?

3) What are the basic beliefs of the Latter Day Saints?

4) In what ways is Mormonism a “homegrown,” distinctly American religion?

5) In what ways were the Mormons a reform movement within the Christian tradition?  In what ways were they outside of the Christian mainstream?

6) What effect did Joseph Smith’s assassination have on the Latter Day Saints?

7) How did the Utah exodus shape the lives and beliefs of the Latter Day Saints?

8) Should Congress have the right to outlaw polygamy?
9) Would you consider the Mormons of the middle-1800s a utopian society?  Why or why not?

10) What do the careers of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young tell us about the personal qualities that make a leader?
Did you enjoy watching this video?  Why or why not?
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DVD Chapter Times
Play chapters from “Scene Selections.”  This will skip the commercials at the beginning of the program.

Part One (History of the Mormons)
Prologue – 4:12 (show in entirety)
Act I: Revelation – 17:21 (show in entirety)
Act II: The Saints – 9:49 (show, time permitting)
Act III: Persecution – 16:10 (show portion at end dealing with death of Joseph Smith)
Act IV: Exodus – 12:13 (show beginning, show more if time permitting)
Act V: Mountain Meadows Massacre – 19:09 (skip)
Act VI: Polygamy – 27:04 (show portions, time permitting)
Note:
The entire program, including Part Two, is available in streaming video at:

http://www.pbs.org/mormons/view/ 
