I-SEARCH 
INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
Due: Tuesday, January 17, 2017

100 PTS. 
1. You must choose a topic from the list below. You will work individually on this project. All research projects will include an oral presentation. You are submitting a product and presenting orally. 
2. Project presentations will take place on the days of January 17 and January 18. You will receive a remind the day before that will have the schedule of the presentations and the order. 
3. 3 You must have at LEAST 3 sources for your Works Cited. Wikipedia is not a source. It is a starting point.

4. Only one topic per person. Once that topic has been chosen no one else may select it. First come, first serve.


9.
SKILLS OF SEARCH:   


The current war in Iraq is believed will turn into a Civil War once American troops leave.  In the years prior to our civil war compromises were made in order to hold us together.  Search for information on the Pre-Civil War compromises (Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Popular Sovereignty, Compromise of 1850).  Use the success and negative aspects of the compromises to design a plan for compromise that will stop a civil war from occurring in Iraq upon our withdrawal.


10. 
TOLERANCE FOR AMBIGUITY:

A tariff is often set to benefit our country, either by raising revenue for our government or protecting our industry.  The 1829 tariff was met with protest, especially from southern states such as South Carolina.  Create a podcasts (audio file) with “voices” of the leading officials of the time attempting to reach a solution in dealing with this issue.
11. 
INTUITIVE EXPRESSION: 


It is the night of Nat Turner’s slave rebellion.  Slaves are running rampant throughout the countryside from plantation to plantation killing the owners.  Either portray the slaves and/or the slave owners by drawing storyboard that is sure to show the emotions of this event.
12. 
ADJUSTMENT TO DEVELOPMENT:


In the period prior to the Civil War, the United States experienced an expansion into the territories of the newly acquired lands.  Use powerpoint to create an interactive map that explains the conflicts and compromises that developed as America expanded into the West.
13. 
STUDY CREATIVE PEOPLE AND PROCESS:

In the Senatorial campaign of 1858 in Illinois, Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglass held a series of debates.  During these debates the character of Abraham Lincoln was beginning to be displayed to the public.  Review the debates and create a collage that displays the traits of Abraham Lincoln’s character being sure to include his words.
14. 
EVALUATE SITUATIONS:

In 1859 John Brown led a raid on Harper’s Ferry, Va..  Write a hypothesis that explains the goals he hoped to achieve as an abolitionist and research the attack on Harper’s Ferry to create a Lab Report analyzing the affects of the actions of John Brown.
15. 
CREATIVE READING SKILL:

When President Lincoln met her he exclaimed, “So you’re the woman who caused this war?”  Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote one of the most significant books prior to the Civil War.  Read Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe and create a book review that displays how this book could “lead to civil war.”
16. 
CREATIVE LISTENING SKILL: 


Watch the movie Amistad and research the actual event.  Create a compare/contrast movie poster that shows the factual event compared to the movie’s depiction.
17. 
CREATIVE WRITING SKILL:


Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860 and immediately stepped into handling an emergency.  You have been elected president in a time of turmoil.  You must keep the country united.  Write and deliver a speech for your inauguration that explains the current struggle and shares with the people how you will face the issues.
18. 
VISUALIZATION SKILL: 


In the Pre-Civil War period Harriet Tubman became a hero to many enslaved people as she led slaves out of the South to the freedom of the North and often onto Canada.  These trails, houses, secret codes, and hiding spots became known as the Underground Railroad.  Create a travel brochure that describes the travels of a slave escaping north on the Underground Railroad. 
19. Comparison Skill: 

Do analysis of the Civil War presenting the advantages and disadvantages of both sides as we as why the war lasted so long and ended with a northern victory. The information could be displayed in a graph and chart format on poster board. 

20. Visualization Skill: 

Create a large map of the Civil War showing 10 famous battles sites (must include First Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, Vicksburg) , that include, dates, casualties and winner all on poster board. 

21. Visualization Skill: 

Create a poster depicting some aspect of civilian life during the Civil War. 

22. Creative Talent Skill:
Prepare a program about the music of the Civil War period and play an instrument. 

23. Contextualization Skill: 

Draw or find pictures of the uniforms of Civil War soldiers. Display them on poster board. You must teach about the variety of uniforms from both sides and why they were designed the way they were.

24. Synthesis Skill: 

Explain the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments and their impact on Americans in the 1860s and on people today.

25. Periodization Skill: 

Do a movie broadcast or “breaking news program” of an event that took place during the Civil War times.

26. Military History Research: 

Research military guns and equipment. Draw or collect pictures and write a brief description of each. Teach about the variety of the many new inventions of weaponry during the Civil War.

27. Cooking Skills: 

 Create a recipe book of the food of the Civil War. 

28. Religious Justifications:
Research how religion was used to justify slavery and how slaves were forced to accept Christianity. Create a presentation. 
29. Relics of the past: 
Research the history of the Confederate flag and the continued defense for displaying the flag. What are the attitudes of the flag related to southern identity and racist attitudes? Create a presentation.
30. History we like to forget: 
Research Civil War Prisons on both sides. To what extent were they cruel and unusual? Create a presentation. 

31. History of medicine: 

Research medicine and hospitals used during the Civil War. Create a presentation. 

32: Black Military experience: 
Research the role of African Americans during the war as slaves, contraband, civilians and soldiers. Create a presentation

33. Southern Civilian Life: 

Except for some raids and a couple of major invasions in the North, the war was fought on Southern Soil. Research the experiences of southern civilians during the war. In your research include how they were treated at the hands of Union forces.  What were their attitudes about Union soldiers and northern civilians?

34. Manpower: 

Research manpower pools from which Civil War armies; white volunteers, African American volunteers, and white conscripts. Research how men were recruited on both sides and research how men could “opt” out of the war. 
35. Lesser known history: 
Research the New York City Draft Riots. What were the racial elements of the riots? What role did the Irish play in the riots?

1.	PARADOXES:  


The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 was passed in order to allow the people of the territory to decide for themselves the issue of slavery.  The result was an explosion of violence including the use of what became known as “Beecher’s Bibles.” Create a project cube that displays the contradictory occurrences of Bleeding Kansas.





2.	ATTRIBUTES:   


	The North and South were different economically, culturally, and politically.  Create an art gallery that displays images of these three themes and how the North and South formed different identities.





3.	ANALOGIES:  


	Throughout history civilizations have often relied upon “slave” labor to provide the physical labor within their economy.  Create a Bulletin Board that displays images and descriptions that compare the life of slaves in Ante-Bellum South and the “low-wage” workers of our modern economy (Maquiladoras, Child Labor, Blood Diamond Mines of Africa).





4.	DISCREPANCIES: 


	Soon following the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 several states declared their secession from the Union.  Lincoln believed that states had no right to secede and therefore argued that the South never left the Union.  Write our arguments for and against secession. You must present both sides. Search the Constitution and conduct research to determine whether states have the power to secede.  Create a presentation using Keynote, Power Point or Prezi. 





5.	PROVOCATIVE QUESTIONS: 


	In 1857, the Supreme Court declared that slaves were property and therefore did not have the rights of people.  Create a protest sign and deliver a speech in support of Dred Scott in the case Dred Scott v. Sandford.





6.	EXAMPLES OF CHANGE: 


Eli Whitney’s invention of the Cotton Gin in the late 1700’s altered the economy and society of the southern states.  Create a skit that displays the significance of the cotton gin in changing the south and leading to Civil War. 





7.	EXAMPLES OF JUSTIFICATIONS:


	Many American whites, believed African-Americans were intellectually/biologically inferior. Research scientific racism and how it was used to justify slavery. 





8.	ORGANIZED RANDOM SEARCH:  


	Abraham Lincoln is considered one of the greatest presidents in American History. However, he overcame numerous failures before his rise to glory. Research the failures and then choose 5 other historical figures who have overcome hardships in order to reach success (you may include President Barack Obama).  Create a visual how-to guide on overcoming your failures using these as examples.








