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PLACEMENT EXAM

: _DOCUMENT—BASED QUESTION

_ pirections: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The doc-
uments have been edited for the purpose of this exercise. You are advised

' tospend 15 minutes planning and 45 minutes writing your answer,

" |n your response you should do the following.

« State a relevant thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question.

« Support the thesis or a relevant argument with evidence from all, or
all but one, of the documents.

e Incorporate analysis of all, or al! but one, of the documents into your
argument.

« Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the follow-
ing: intended audience, purpose, historical context, and/or point of

view.

¢ Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside
the documents.

e Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader
events or processes.

» Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay.

1. To what extent was the demand for no taxation without representation
both the primary force motivating the American revolutionary movernent

and a symbol for democracy?

Document 1

Source: Resolution of the Virginia House of Burgesses, 1764

Resolved, That a most humble and dutiful Address be presented to his
Majesty, imploring his Royal Protection of his faithful Subjects, the People
of this Colony, in the Enjoyment of all their natural and civil Rights, as
Men, and as Descendents of Britons; which rights must be violated, if Laws
respecting the internal Government, and Taxation of themselves, are imposed
upon them by any other Power than that derived from their own Consent, by
and with the Approbation of their Sovereign, or his Substitute.
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Document 2

Source: Resolutions of the Starap Act Congress, 1765

Section 4. That the people of these colonies are not, and from their local
circumstances cannot be, represented in the House of Commons in
Great-Britain,

Section 5. That the only representatives of the people of these colonies, are
persons chosen therein by themselves, and that no taxes ever have been, or
can be constitutionally imposed on thern, but by their respective legislatures.

T
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Document 3

=

Source: Daniel Dulany, Maryland lawyer, “Considerations on the Propriety
of Imposing Taxes in the British Colonies.” 1765

A right to impose an internal tax on the colonies, without their consent for

the single purpose of revenue, is denied, a right to regulate their trade with-
out their consent is admitted.

Docwment 4

Source: Joseph Warren, Boston patriot, speech in Boston, March 5, 1772

And as it was soon found that this taxation could not be supported by rea-
son and argument, it seemed necessary that one act of oppression should be
enforced by another, and therefore—contrary to our just rights as possessing,
or at least having a just title to possess, all the liberties and immunities of
British subjects, a standing army was established among us in time of peace;
and evidently for the purpose of effecting that which it was one prineipal
design of the founders of the constitution to prevent (when they declared a
standing army in a time of peace to be against law), namely, for the enforce-
ment of obedience to acts which, upon fair examination, appeared to be
unjust and unconstitutional,




nent 2
Document 5

ongress, 1765 _
Source: Second Continental Congress, Declaration of the Causes and

Necessity of Taking Up Arms, July 6, 1775

Jmies are not, and from their focal
in the House of Commons in

They [Parliament] have undertaken to give and grant our money without
our consent, though we have ever exercised an exclusive right to dispose of
our own property; statutes have been passed for extending the jurisdiction
of courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty beyond their ancient Hmits; for
deprivinus of the accustomed and inestimable privilege of trial by jury, in
cases affecting both life and property; for suspending the legislature of one
of the colonies; for interdicting all commerce to the capital of another; and
for altering fundamentally the form of government established by charter,
and secured by acts of its own legislature solemnly confirmed by the crown;
for exempting the “murderers” of colonists from legal trial.
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Source: Thomas Paine, Common Sense, 1776

Small islands not capable of protecting themselves are the proper objects
for kingdoms to take under their care; but there is something very absurd in
supposing a continent to be perpetually governed by an island. In no instance
hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary planet; and as Eng-
land and America, with respect to each other, reverse the conumon order of
nature, it is evident that they belong to different systems. England to Europe:
America to itself,
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Document 7

Source: Petition of Seven Free Negroes to the Massachusetts Legislature in
Protest of Taxation Without the Right to Vote, February 10, 1780

Petitioners farther sheweth that we apprehand ourselves to be Aggreeved, in
that while we are not allowed the Privilage of freemen of the State having no
vote or influence in the Election of those that Tax us yet many of our Colour
(as is well known) have cheerfully Entered the field of Battle in the defence
of the Common Cause and that (as we conceive) against a similar Exertion
of Power (in Regard to taxation).
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