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6. Indian Agriculture and Nature’s Balance,
Seventeenth Century

.. . It is their custom for every family to live on its
fishing, hunting, and planting, since they have as
much land as they need; for ail the forests, mead-
ows, and uncleared land are common property, and
anyone is allowed to clear and sow as much as he
will and can, and according to his needs; and this
cleared land remains in his possession for as many
years as he continues to cultivate and make use of it.
After it is altogether abandoned by its owner, then
anyone who wishes uses it, but not otherwise. Clear-
ing is very troublesome for them, since they have no
proper tools. They cut down the trees at the height
of two or three feet from the ground, then they strip
off all the branches, which they burn at the stump of
the same trees in order to kill them, and in course of
time they remove the roots. Then the women clean

up the ground between the trees thoroughly, and at
distances a pace apart dig round holes or pits. In
each of these they sow nine or ten grains of maize,
which they have first picked out, sorted, and soaked
in water for a few days, and so they keep on untl
they have sown enough to provide food for two or
three years, either for fear that some bad season may
visit them or else in order to trade it to other nations
for furs and other things they need; and every year
they sow their corn thus in the same holes and spots,
which they freshen with their little wooden spade,
shaped like an ear with a handle at the end. The rest
of the land is not tilled, but only cleansed of noxious
weeds, so that it seems as if it were all paths, so
careful are they to keep it quite clean. . . .

7. A Narragansett Leader Complains of English
Encroachment, 1642

. [Olur fathers had plenty of deer and skins, our
plains were full of deer, as also our woods, and of
turkies, and our coves full of fish and fowl. But these
English having gotten our land, they with scythes

cut down the grass, and with axes fell the trees; their
cows and horses eat the grass, and their hogs spoil
our clam banks, and we shall all be starved. . . .

8. Mohegan Indians Describe Effects of White

Settlement, 1789

.. . The times are Exceedingly Alter’d, Yea the times
have turn’d everything upside down, or rather we
have Chang’d the good Times, Chiefly by the help of
the White People, for in Times past, our Fore-

Fathers lived in Peace, Love, and great harmony,
and had everything in Great plenty. . . . But alas, it
is not so now, all our Fishing, Hunting and Fowling
is entirely gone. . . .

9. Father Sebastian Rasles Comments on the Hunting
Practices of the Illinois, 1692

After three months in Quebec studying the Al-
gonquin language, I embarked in a canoe to go to
the Hlinois Country, 1,200 miles distant. So long a

voyage in those barbarous regions holds great risks
and hardships. We had to cross vast lakes where
storms are as frequent as on the ocean. We landed






