How to Write a DBQ
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using the thesis formula (X. However, A,B,C. Therefore, Y.), write your thesis here.



 List your three categories (A,B,C) here:
A. __________________________________________________________________________________________                  
B. __________________________________________________________________________________________
C. __________________________________________________________________________________________
CATEGORY A:_________________________________________
Topic Sentence #1: Transform your first specific claim in your thesis into a topic sentence that begins your first body paragraph and makes it clear what you will be arguing. THIS ARGUMENT MUST HELP PROVE YOUR THESIS.  
Ex. One reason _________________________________________ is because:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Without looking at the documents, brainstorm your evidence here:
1.

2.

3.

4.

CATEGORY B:_________________________________________
Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
List evidence here:
1.

2.

3.

4.
CATEGORY C:_________________________________________
Topic Sentence: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
List evidence here:
1.

2.

3.

4.
Now read the documents and use an analytical tool such as APPARTS, SOAPS, HAPPY or HIPPO.
Once you finish analyzing the documents, add them to appropriate categories above.
For the contextualization point, write down one historical phenomenon relevant to the argument that connects it to a broader historical event or process. 



For the synthesis point, 

Account for contradictory evidence from primary or secondary sources
OR Connect the topic to other historical periods, geographical areas, contexts or circumstances.






Remember to write a five paragraph essay with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Your contextualization and synthesis can go anywhere in the essay, but you can also stick them in the conclusion.



IQC Method
When writing your body paragraphs, you should use the IQC method for your documents.
I. I-Introduction for Evidence #1: Briefly explain where/when the source was created to help your reader understand the quotation you will use as evidence. You must include the author and date of the quote.
Author:
Date:
Now put it into one complete sentence: (example: On August 1st, 1945, Hitler gave a speech about the war).



			






II. Q- Quotation or paraphrase-Evidence #1: A quote or fact that supports your topic sentence“




									“ (                              ).
										citation





III. C- Commentary Analysis of Evidence #1: Explain how the quote supports your topic sentence and answers the research question.  (At least 2 sentences) Use the following commentary analysis words: shows, explains, describes, demonstrates, elucidates, illuminates.
This  shows:


It is important because:




IV. I-Introduction for Evidence #2: Briefly explain where/when the source was created to help your reader understand the quotation you will use as evidence. You must include the author and date of the quote.
Author:
Date:
Now put it into one complete sentence: (example: On August 1st, 1945, Hitler gave a speech about the war).







V. Q- Quotation or paraphrase-Evidence #2: A quote or fact that supports your topic sentence“




									“ (                              ).
										citation






VI. C- Commentary Analysis of Evidence #1: Explain how the quote supports your topic sentence and answers the research question.  (At least 2 sentences) Use the following commentary analysis words: shows, explains, describes, demonstrates, elucidates, illuminates.
This  shows:


It is important because:









Continue this process with all your docs/evidence in all body paragraphs. 
Concluding sentence(s): Now wrap-up your paragraph by summarizing or restating your topic sentence. This is the main point of your paragraph.  WHAT YOU PROVED WITH THE EVIDENCE










