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60 Years Later, Echoes of Emmett
L] “ L L

Till’s Killing
Charles M. Blow AUG. 31, 2015
‘Friday was the 60th anniversary of the savage Kkilling of Emmett Till.

"Till was a black 14-year-old Chicago boy who was visiting his great-uncle
in Mississippi during the summer of 1955.

Itis mm.a. that the boy said something to, and whistled at, a white woman.

This was a line not crossed in those parts in this country. As I wrote in
June when Dylann Roof killed nine black people in a Charleston, 8.C., church
after complaining that black people are “raping our women":

“There is the thread of couching his cowardice as chivalry, framing his
selfish hatred as noble altruism in defense of white femininity from the black
brute. So much black blood has been spilled and so many black necks noosed
in the name of protecting white femininity, and by extension, white purity.”

That thread seems altered but unbroken from Emmett’s time to ours.

In the wee hours of the night, two white men kidnapped Emmett from his
family’s home, mercilessly beat him, took him to the banks of the Tallahatchie
River and shot him in the head, then tied the metal fan of a cotton gin around

his neck with barbed wire and pushed him in.

When Emmett’s body was fished from the river three days later, it had
already begun to decompose. He was unrecognizable. His body was identified
because he was wearing a ring that had belonged to his father.

His body was sent back to Chicago for burial. His mother, Mamie,
collapsed at the sight of the coffin, just two weeks after she kissed her son
goodbye.

_ + His mother insisted that the coffin be opened so that she could see her
son. As she recalled: “I saw that his tongue was choked out. T noticed that the
right eye was lying on midway his cheek. I noticed that his nose had been
broken like somebody took a meat chopper and chopped his nose in several
places. As I kept looking, I saw a hole, which I presumed was a bullet hole, and
I could look through that hole and see daylight on the other side. And I
wondered: Was it necessary to shoot him?”

His mother insisted on an open coffin s6 that everyone could see what had
been done to her baby.

According to Devery S. Anderson’s book about Emmett published this
month, the night of the wake alone, “between 10,000 and 50,000 people” filed
past Emmett’s glass-covered coffin to gaze at what was left of his face.

A litfle over two weeks after Emmett was buried, the men who killed him
were acquitted, after only 67 minutes of jury deliberations. One Jjuror is said to
have told a reporter that the deliberations wouldn’t have taken that long if the
jurors hadn’t taken a break to drink a pop.

After the acquittal the killers kissed their wives, lit cigars and posed for
pictures.

And unfortunately, Emmett’s case was far from the only one. As the law
professors Margaret A. Burnham and Margaret M. Russell wrote in The Times
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