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Question 1— Document-Based Question 

 
In what ways did the administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson respond to the political, 
economic, and social problems of the United States? Assess the effectiveness of these responses. 
Use the documents and your knowledge of the period 1960–1970 to construct your response. 
 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Articulates a clear, well-constructed thesis that addresses both of the following: 
o Ways in which the Johnson administration responded to political, 

economic, and social problems. 
o Effectiveness of these responses. 

• Employs a significant number of documents concerning the effectiveness of the ways in 
which the Johnson administration responded to those problems. 

• Provides substantial, relevant outside information from 1960 to 1970 concerning the 
effectiveness of the ways in which the Johnson administration responded to those 
problems. 

• Supports the thesis with effective analysis of the Johnson administration’s responses to 
those problems. 

• Is well organized and well written. 
• May contain minor errors. 

 
The 5–7 Essay 

• Contains a thesis, which may be partially developed, that presents one or both of the 
following: 

o Ways in which the Johnson administration responded to political, 
economic, and social problems. 

o Effectiveness of the ways in which the Johnson administration responded to 
America’s political, economic, and social problems. 

• Employs a reasonable array of documents concerning the effectiveness of the ways in 
which the Johnson administration responded to those problems. 

• Provides ample, relevant outside information from 1960 to 1970 concerning the 
effectiveness of the ways in which the Johnson administration responded to those 
problems. 

• Supports the thesis with some analysis of the Johnson administration’s responses to those 
problems. 

• Has acceptable organization and writing. 
• May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the essay. 

 
The 2–4 Essay 

• Presents a thesis that may be simplistic, confused, or undeveloped; or no thesis is 
presented. 

• Uses few documents concerning the effectiveness of the ways in which the Johnson 
administration responded to those problems. 

• Includes little relevant outside information. 
• Lacks analysis; deals with the question in a generally simplistic, superficial, or incomplete 

manner. 
• May be poorly organized and/or poorly written.  
• May contain major errors. 
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Question 1—Document-Based Question (continued) 

 
The 0–1 Essay 

• Lacks a thesis or restates the question. 
• Refers to few, if any, of the documents. 
• Includes no relevant outside information.  
• Contains no analysis. 
• Is poorly organized and/or poorly written. 
• May contain numerous errors, both major and minor. 

 
The — Essay 
• Blank or completely off topic.

© 2007 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents). 



AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY 
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B) 

 
Question 1 Document Summary 

 
Document A. Abraham Ribicoff, secretary of health, education, and welfare, testifying before the 

House of Representatives, July 1961, regarding the challenge faced by “the nation’s aged” 
in meeting the rising costs of health care. 

 
Document B. President Johnson to Congress, March 16, 1964, regarding the need to conquer 

poverty and calling for an Economic Opportunity Act to expand old programs and introduce 
new ones. Johnson says the act will provide educational and employment opportunities for 
the nation’s youth and opportunities for communities, workers, and farmers to fight 
poverty. 

 
Document C. Stokely Carmichael, “What We Want,” New York Review of Books, September 22, 

1966. The article describes Black “freedom organizations” nominating candidates; the 
organizations’ symbol is the black panther, which represents dignity and respect. 
Carmichael discusses problems faced by Black families—loss of jobs, starvation, murder—
and reaffirms the right of Black men to defend themselves, even with firearms. If Blacks find 
violence is necessary, it will be in reaction to the actions of the White community. 

 
Document D. NOW Statement of Purpose, October 29, 1966. Because there had been no civil rights 

movement for women, the founders of the National Organization of Women stressed true 
equality, equal partnership with men, and full participation in mainstream society. 

 
Document E. “The Train Robbery,” cartoon, Punch, 1967, depicting President Johnson dismantling 

his Great Society program in order to fund the war in Vietnam. 
 
Document F. President Johnson, interview remarks in 1967, lamenting that Americans are showing 

no appreciation for what he has done for the poor regarding food, schools, and jobs. 
 
Document G. Letter from a private citizen to United States Senator Sam Ervin, June 18, 1968, 

expressing disgust with crime, riots, “poor” people demonstrations, and favorable Supreme 
Court rulings for “a very small part” of society, while the writer minds his or her own 
business, pays bills and taxes, raises children “to be decent citizens,” and still has to pay for 
what others are getting. 

 
Document H. United States Department of Commerce Census Bureau table on the percentage of 

people (non-Whites, Blacks, Whites) below the poverty level for the years 1959 through 
1974. Results show a steady decline in the percentage of all poor non-Whites, but figures for 
Blacks consistently remain three times higher than those for Whites. 
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Question 1 Outside Information 

 
• 1960 Civil Rights Act, May 6, 1960—strengthened 1957 Civil Rights Act, which had 

established a Commission on Civil Rights, and provided assistance for Blacks barred from 
voting in the South. 

• June 11, 1963, President Kennedy endorsed civil rights objectives: voting rights, outlawing 
public segregation, and withholding funds from programs that discriminate. 

• March on Washington, August 28, 1963. 
• Early 1960s civil rights goals were expanded to combat the links between discrimination 

and economic inequality. 
• Michael Harrington’s The Other America (1962) focused on housing problems, malnutrition, 

poor medical care, and walls of prejudice. 
• January 1964, President Johnson’s State of the Union address called for his Great Society 

Programs and a War on Poverty: 
o Economic Opportunity Act, enacted August 1964.  

 Job Corps for urban Blacks  
 Neighborhood Youth Corps 
 VISTA—a domestic Peace Corps for teachers 
 Community Action Programs 
 Federal Legal Services program 
 Head Start 
 Upward Bound 
 Medicare and Medicaid 
 Comprehensive Community Health Centers 

• Twenty-fourth Amendment to Constitution outlawing poll tax ratified January 1964.  
• July 2, 1964, President Johnson took the lead on a Civil Rights Act: prohibitions on 

discrimination and bias in funded programs, employment, and places of public 
accommodation; funds for school desegregation; establishment of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 

• Spring 1964, Freedom Summer Project: established freedom schools, freedom parties in the 
South, including the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. 

• Malcolm X broke with the Nation of Islam and established the Organization of Afro-
American Unity.  

• March from Selma to Montgomery, March 1965: Bloody Sunday, March 27; marchers called 
for voting rights legislation. 

• Voting Rights Act, August 1965, provided for federal registrars and outlawed 
discriminatory tests for voter registration. 

• Urban unrest, 1965 to 1968: Blacks demanded jobs, housing, health care, public 
transportation, curbs on police abuses, and an end to white racism; Martin Luther King Jr. 
challenged the impact of the Vietnam War on the War on Poverty. 

• White backlash against Black gains and urban unrest grew in mid-1960s to the 1970s. 
• Vietnam War: 

o Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, August 1964. 
o By 1967 there were nearly half a million troops in Southeast Asia. 
o War costs exceeded $21 billion per year, leading to a 10 percent tax 

increase, raids on the Social Security fund, inflation, and cuts in Great 
Society programs. 

o Tet Offensive, January 1968, shattered the aura of American invincibility 
and prospects of victory. 
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Question 1 Outside Information (continued) 

 
o Johnson faced growing opposition from the antiwar movement and a 

“credibility gap.” 
• Many domestic programs were not sustained or were diminished because of struggles 

among competing groups and diversion of funds to the war effort. 
• March 31, 1968, Johnson declined to run for reelection; he ended bombing in Vietnam and 

initiated talks with North Vietnam. 
• Parallel trends, 1964–1967: 

o Berkeley Free Speech Movement. 
o Haight-Ashbury, the counterculture, and student strikes. 
o Black Power Movement, Chicano Movement, American Indian Movement, 

and Women’s Liberation Movement. 
o Betty Freidan, The Feminine Mystique (1963), led to formation of National 

Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966. NOW focused on laws against sex 
discrimination and supporting maternity leaves and day-care centers; 
opposed laws against birth control and abortion; and sought passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

• Assassinations, spring 1968: Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4; Robert F. Kennedy on 
June 4. 

• Violence-plagued Democratic National Convention, Chicago, August 1968, nominated Vice 
President Hubert Humphrey, who was identified closely with the unpopular war, for 
president. 

• August 1970, NOW called for a Women’s Strike for Equality, while a major Chicano anti-war 
demonstration in East Los Angeles was broken up by police violence, a clash repeated in 
January 1971. 
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Question 1 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8  
 
This nicely argued essay has a good thesis and a tight, careful analysis that balances the tension between 
policy initiatives and the demands of the Vietnam War. It effectively mobilizes nearly all of the documents, 
with keen insight and analysis (e.g., the discussion of the cartoon and the Ribicoff document). The student 
also includes considerable outside information, such as Medicare, Medicaid, and race relations. The essay 
is well organized and well written, with no significant errors. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6  
 
While this essay begins with a somewhat imprecise thesis statement, the student develops a clearer 
thesis, culminating in a strong conclusion. The essay has relevant outside information and places events in 
historical context. On balance, the primarily descriptive nature of the essay placed it in the middle score 
category. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4  
 
This essay has a simplistic thesis, contains very little analysis, and quotes extensively from the documents. 
Although the student correctly interprets the table in Document H and ties it to the cartoon, the assertion 
that President Johnson left “other classes” out of his anti-poverty programs is incorrect. The essay also 
incorrectly claims that Johnson’s economic policy was inconsistent because Ribicoff noted mounting 
medical costs. Lack of outside information and the limited analysis kept this essay out of the middle score 
range. 

 
 
 

 




