
Civil Rights Era 



 The Thirteenth Amendment ends 
slavery. 

 The Fourteenth Amendment 
guaranteed all citizens with equal 
protection under the law. 

 The Fifteenth Amendment said the right 
to vote shall not be denied on the basis 
of race. 

 



 The Supreme Court decided in 
Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896) that 
separate institutions are okay if 
they are equal. 

 “Jim Crow” laws required that 
Blacks have separate facilities. 



 "Come listen all you galls and boys, 
I'm going to sing a little song, 
My name is Jim Crow. 
Weel about and turn about and do jis so, 
Eb'ry time I weel about I jump Jim Crow.“ 

 
 Highly stereotypical and exaggerated 

black figure that was subject to white 
humor. 

























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CX3tv9uKj1I




 1954 

 Brown vs. Board of 
Education  

 1955 

 The Murder of Emmett 
Till 

 1955 

 Rosa Parks 
 1957 

 Central High School, 
Little Rock  



 Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955 
 Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat in Montgomery, Alabama. 

 Parks was arrested for disobeying an Alabama law requiring black 
people to relinquish seats to white people when the bus was full. 

 Martin Luther King joins the Bus Boycott 

 Supreme Court rules against city of Montgomery 

 



















http://www.c-span.org/video/?c2312162/clip-eisenhower-speech-little-rock




















 Kennedy promises 
black community to 
introduce civil rights 
bill 

 Drags his feet, worried 
about political 
implications 



 1962 

 Attempt to integrate 
Ole Miss University: 
▪ Meredith encounters 

opposition  upon enrolling 
at the university  

▪ JFK sends federal troops to 
Mississippi to protect 
Meredith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqofI8hN1FI


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS4Qw4lIckg


 King and his followers 
plan boycotts and 
marches in Birmingham, 
Al.  

 “Bull” Connor 
 Orders fire hoses to 

disperse protesters 
 The entire nation 

watches the images on 
television 

 King is sent to jail for 
organizing the marches. 
 Writes famous 

“Birmingham Letter”  











http://www.c-span.org/video/?302710-1/letter-birmingham-jail










http://millercenter.org/presidentialclassroom/exhibits/bombs-in-birmingham


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaRUca7FyAc


http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/news/jimcrow/origins/images/al_literacy.pdf




http://www.cbsnews.com/news/contrary-to-selma-tapes-of-lbj-show-cordiality-with-king/


 1965-Selma March 
 Alabama 

 State troopers attack marchers 

 President Johnson sends federal troops to protect thousands of 
marchers.  

 









 Designed to eliminate testing requirements 
for African-Americans to register to vote. 



Nation of Islam 

 Black Muslims, advocate blacks separate from 
whites 

 Believe whites source of black problems 

Malcolm X 

 controversial Muslim leader, speaker; gets much 
publicity 

 Frightens whites, moderate blacks; resented by 
other Black Muslims 

 Assassinated in 1965 

 



http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/complicated-legacy-of-malcolm-x-50-years-after-assassination/




 New Militant political group 

 Bobby Seale and Huey Newton 

 Southern California 

 B.P.’s split the civil rights movement 

 









• Mid-1960s…  

• Numerous clashes between white authority, black civilians 

• many result in riots 

• Watts, Detroit 

 









 King’s Death April 4, 1968 

• Memphis, Tennessee 

• Is shot, dies the 
following day, April 4, 
1968 
• James Earl Ray 

 Reactions to King’s Death 

• King’s death leads to 
worst urban rioting in 
U.S. history 

• over 100 cities affected 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ng3YJJ3LFQk




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCrx_u3825g






 Vietnam:  Tet Offensive/My Lai Massacre  
 Lyndon Johnson declines to seek reelection. 
 Robert F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King are 

assassinated. 
 Vietnam protests grow 
 ’68 Democratic Convention in Chicago 
 George Wallace is shot 
 ’68 Election  

 Nixon vs. Humphrey 
 Richard Nixon is elected President 













 De jure segregation is segregation required by law 
 De facto segregation exists by practice, custom; problem in 

North 

 











 Racial Imbalance Act 

 Required MA schools 
with more than 50% of 
students of one race to 
desegregate  

 By 1973, Boston schools 
had yet to comply. 



 Roxbury, Dorchester, 
Mattapan 

 Predominately black 
student population 

 $250 per pupil 

 Roslindale, Hyde Park, 
West Roxbury 

 Predominately white 
student population 

 $450 per pupil 





http://c.o0bg.com/rf/image_1920w/Boston/2011-2020/2014/06/20/BostonGlobe.com/EditorialOpinion/Images/GlobeOpinion_1975busingEdi-1807.jpg
























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RC14zAhmTA8

