2016-2017 APUSH Syllabus
Advanced Placement United States History
Mrs. Ramirez
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Contact Information:


Instructor:

Marcia P.Ramirez


Email:


Marcia.ramirez@cvusd.us & mprteach@gmail.com

School Number:
(760) 399-5183 extension: 5588

Room Number
:
G12

Prep Period:

4th Period (10:40-11:30) 


Website:

mprapush.weebly.com


Edmodo:

www.edmodo.com Group Code: 

Blog:


www.mprhistoryforum.blogspot.com
Video Lessons:
www.eduzzle.com

Course Description:

Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) is a rigorous and intensive course that is meant to be the equivalent of an introductory freshman college course in American History. The scope of the course begins with the emergence of Colonial America (1491) and continues through to the present. The class is taught in accordance with the AP U.S. History curriculum framework, and is designed to prepare students for the A.P. U.S. History Exam. 
AP United States History students will:

· Develop thinking skills and enduring understandings necessary to deal critically with the main issues and documents of U.S. history

· Prepare for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses

· Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources— their relevance, historical context, authorship, intention, point of view, their reliability, and their importance — and weigh the evidence and interpretations of the past presented as well as comparing and synthesizing varying viewpoints.

· Arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in an essay format, displaying mastery of historical thinking skills and thematic understandings of course content.

· Work effectively with others to analyze history.

· Prepare for the AP exam in May. This test will cost around $90, and will be given in May of 2016.

There is no pre-requisite for AP US history, but students must be committed to hard work. The course covers approximately 500 years of US history, more than twice the content of the grade-level course, so it is quite challenging and fast paced. College admission boards also recognize this, and they look favorably at students who choose to complete AP coursework. Grades earned in AP US history are weighted (5.0 scale rather than 4.0), so GPA reflects the higher-level work.
The College Board

The curriculum guidelines, content, and pace of the class are set by the College Board:

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-exam-descriptions/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
Textbooks

· Henretta, Hinderaker, Edwards, Self. America’s History 8th Edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2014.  

· Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. New York: Harper Collins, 2003. 

· Newman, John J. and Schmalbach, John M. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination. New York, New York: Amsco School Publications, Inc., 2014. (Bring To Class Everyday)
Supplemental Reading
Students will also be given primary and secondary sources (essays, articles, documents, etc.) within each unit for classwork and homework. These may be used in class discussions, debates, document analysis, cooperative activities, or essay preparation. Sources will be provided in class, on Google drive, and/or posted on Mrs. Ramirez website.
Teacher Expectations

In order to succeed in AP US history and be adequately prepared for the AP exam in May, a considerable time commitment is necessary. Each class period includes 54 minutes of instruction, assessment, and practice. During class, students are expected to arrive promptly and prepared, participate, and act responsibly. Outside class, students are expected to commit to at least 1 hour of reading, studying, and preparation for each class period.
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Other Expectations

· Students will turn work in on time

· Consistently work hard
· Not expect to be spoon fed material
· Take responsibility for their own learning

· Strive to think like a historian
· Be honest and do their own work

· Communicate and ask for help when needed

· Follow school policies.

Materials

Binder (FOR AP ONLY), Subject Dividers & Sheet Protectors, College Ruled Notebook Paper, Black/Blue Pens, Pencils, Highlighters, Gmail Account, Flash drive recommended.
Ipad

Students are expected to bring their Ipad to class each day. Students are expected to use their devices for academic purposes only. Texting, playing games, and other non-academic usage will result in consequences consistent with campus policy.
Bonus Assignments

Students have several opportunities to earn bonus points throughout the year. There will be an opportunity or two per quarter for bonus assignments. Details on these assignments will be communicated within units of study or grading periods.
Grading Categories
	Tests/Exams. Tests include unit tests, which are multiple choice and essay questions.  
	50%

	  Quizzes. Quizzes include class reading and content quizzes as well as 15-minute essays. 
	20%

	Homework, Class Assignments, Video Lessons, Projects & Participation
	20%

	Summer Assignment/ History Day Project/ Final Exams
	10%


Class Activities
Activities in class include various forms of discussion, debate, Socratic seminars, collaborative analysis, online assignments, and individual writing activities. All activities are aligned with unit objectives and the unit tests, and although they may be worth few points individually... they do add up! In addition, they are great for test-prep and exam review!
Homework
Reading is the primary assignment outside of class; Reading is foundational! While some of the text will be discussed in detail, much of it will be covered through independent learning. Students are responsible for reading and studying the textbook and the AMSCO text. Supplemental readings will also be required. To accompany the reading you will be required to do Identifies and Comprehension questions per chapter. You will also complete a Unit Assignment that encompasses all you learned in that unit. The Unit Assignment will vary from unit to unit.  You will be given substantial time to complete these assignments. All Identifies and Comprehension Questions will be submitted in hard copy on the due date listed on your unit calendar. 

Reading Schedule

The most taxing component of APUSH is the reading schedule. Students are expected to do a considerable amount of reading from both the textbook and from supplementary sources. There will be reading assignments on a weekly basis, done outside of class while class time will focus on applying primary and secondary readings to the content and themes of this course. This will be done in a variety of ways, including analysis of Primary and Secondary sources, class discussions, writing, and other activities. 
The class will be covering approximately 1-2 chapters of material a week.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to study, are necessary to succeed in this class.
At the beginning of every unit, students will be provided with a unit calendar, which includes required textbook chapters and supplementary reading. 
Quizzes

Reading and preparing for class is the most significant contributor to success in APUSH. For this reason, quizzes are given regularly. Each quiz consists of 5-12 questions based on the objectives for the unit. The textbook, notes, reading guides, and supplemental sources, will all be helpful in preparing for quizzes. In class quizzes will be timed and consist of multiple choice, short answer questions, and/or document analysis questions.
Tests/Exams

Unit tests consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and essays. They are timed and modeled

after the AP exam administered by College Board. Exams are rigorous because they are intended to challenge students at the AP Exam level. The Multiple-choice, short responses and essays will be graded in the same manner as the AP exam, with the essays being graded using the AP’s rubric for the Long Essay (LE) and Document Based Question (DBQ.)
Unit Calendars

Students will receive a unit calendar at the beginning of every unit. It is imperative that that students use their unit calendars to keep up with the faced paces course. 
Make Up Work

It is your responsibility to find out what notes and assignments were missed during an absence. Ways to do so: check with a classmate, e-mail me while you are out, and check the folder for your class period to find any handouts that you missed. If you still have questions, please see me before or after class, before school, or after school. 

For excused absences—for each day that you were absent you have one class day to make up the assignment. It is your responsibility to turn this work in. Mrs. Ramirez reserves the right not to accept work due to an unexcused absence. 

Make Up Exams

Exam make up days will be posted on the calendar. It is your responsibility to show up on make-up days. Due to the length of the exams, it is not possible to make-up an exam during lunch. 

Make Up Quizzes

You may not make up a quiz or 15 minute essay. Instead, your lowest quiz score or missed quiz will be dropped at the end of each unit. 

Late Work

Late work will only be accepted within a given unit for a maximum of 70% after unit exam, late work will not be accepted for that unit. Complete the work within the unit. It will best prepare you for the unit exam. Students with special circumstances are encouraged to communicate with their teacher to see if an individualized plan is warranted.
AMSCO Guides

Students can earn extra points on exam grades by completing AMSCO Guides that accompany the AMSCO book. All AMSCO guides are posted on the website. There is an AMSCO Guide for every chapter of the book and are very helpful is completed correctly. The Unit Calendar will detail which guides coincide with that unit. AMSCO guides are worth a maximum of 10 points and must be turned in the day of the exam: no exceptions. 
Study Groups 

Students are encouraged to form a study group for APUSH. Working with peers from class or from other classes/teachers is a valuable method of studying and reviewing as long as students don’t just “divide and conquer.” Remember, there is a difference between “doing” and “learning!”
Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes -- but is not limited to -- copying the work of another student, plagiarizing work from Internet or other source, using phone during assessments, and unauthorized communication between students during assessments. Should a student engage in academic dishonesty, the student will lose credit for the assignment as well possible removal from the AP course or all AP courses. Parents will also receive notification of the event. (See AP contract for details). 
As-Bs-Cs

APUSH grades are scaled differently than grade level courses. It is important to remember that a C in APUSH is the equivalent of an A in the grade level course. Students earning Bs and Cs sometimes become stressed; because they think they are doing poorly. Please keep in mind that this is a college level course, and college admission boards prefer a C in an AP class to an A+ in a grade level class!
Dropping the Class
There is no quitting APUSH. You will survive. 
AP Exam

Students who master the course may earn college credit by passing the annual AP exam given in May of each year. Individual colleges and universities determine how many credits will be granted for the AP exam score. While students are not required to take the AP exam, it is strongly recommended that they plan to do so. Note: Any student that has an 85% average for the year (including the 4th marking period) and takes the AP exam will be exempt from the year-end final exam.
THE EXAM

Question Type


Number Of

Time

Percentage of Exam

Multiple Choice 


 55


55 minutes

40%

Short Answer Questions 

 4


45 minutes

20%

Document-Based Question 
 1


60 minutes

25%

Long-Essay Question

 1


35 minutes

15%
Course Sequence

This course will be organized into nine periods of study in two semesters.
Unit 1: Exploration and early settlement (1491-1607) & Unit 2: Colonial Settlement and Expansion (1607-1754)

Unit 3:  American Revolution and Constitution (1754-1800) 

Unit 4: The New Nation  (1800-1848)

Unit 5:  Sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1844-1877) ( First Semester Ends 
Unit 6: Industrialization and Economic Expansion (1865-1898) 

Unit 7:  Progressivism and U.S. Imperialism (1890-1945)

Unit 8. The Cold War Era (1945-1980) & Unit 9. United States and Globalization (1980-Present)
National History Day Participation

(www.nhd.org for more detailed information). The topic for History Day this year is Taking a Stand in History. Students may work individually or in groups to complete a multimedia presentation on a specific Taking a Stand in History project. History Day projects will be completed outside of school and with certain days for research and development during the school day. History Day projects are due sometime in January. CV High has a proud history of History Day winners at the county and state level. Students are asked to be as creative as possible as they improve their historical research skills. More details about History Day will be given at the beginning of the school year. 
Remind 101

Students with cell phones are encouraged to register with Mrs. Ramirez’s Remind101 classes in order to receive brief reminders and tips throughout the year. (Parents are welcome to join too). Remind 101 code will be displayed in class. 
Office Hours

Students are encouraged to attend tutoring or ask questions during office hours.  Mondays & Thursdays 2-4PM
Class Procedures and Policies
Entering the Room
When the bell rings, students should be in their assigned seats and begin working on the bell work assignment for the day. This will typically be displayed on the TV screen.

Tardy Policy

Students are to be inside the classroom when the bell rings. Those not inside the classroom will be marked tardy.

Hall Passes

Hall passes are on permitted during student work time. Passes will not be issued during the first or last ten minutes of class. Only one student will be allowed out with the pass at a time Students are given six hall passes each semester. Passes not used can be turned in for bonus points. **Please see me if you have a medical condition and must used the restroom.

Food & Drink

Only small for items, water bottles and re-sealable drinks are allowed in class. Students are responsible for helping keep the classroom clean. Please dispose of trash or recycled materials in the appropriate containers. Please take pride in your area; do not litter it with trash. All food trash goes in the outside wastebaskets. 
Participating in Class

Participating in class is vital to understating content. I strongly encourage your questions and involvement. When you wish to speak in class, please raise your hand and I will call on you. Blurting out in class is disruptive and distractive. 

Turning in Assignments

All homework assignments will be stamped to assure they were turned in on time. Certain Assignments will be turned in directly to your period assigned tray.
Labeling Assignments

Students will label all assignments with their first and last name, period, class name, and assignment title in the upper right or left corner on the top page of their assignment
Movie Time
Movie Time is a special time. From time to time, I may show a video, film clip, or film to supplement understanding of a historical period or concept. Movie Time rules are as follows: all desks are clear unless otherwise notified, heads remain up and open eyes open focused on the film, and there are no personal discussions. Additional rules may be established for each Movie Time. Violation of any of these rules limits or eliminates Movie Time for all students.
For parents/guardians

 Thank you in advance for all the help, cooperation, and support I know you will provide during the upcoming school year. Please do not hesitate to contact me throughout the year with any questions or concerns. You may reach me by calling the school 399-5183, calling my classroom at ext. 5588 or by e-mailing at Marcia.ramirez@cvusd.us.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY

CVHS

Marcia Ramirez

STUDENT INFORMATION/PARENT ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM 
Please complete, sign, and return by the location and date specified by the instructor.
I have read, understand and agree to all the terms of this syllabus. I also understand that the instructor can make adjustments to the syllabus as needed and will notify me of the changes.

Student Name:_____________________________________________________(Print)

Student Signature___________________________________________
Date_______________
Parent Name____________________________________________________(Print)
Parent Signature___________________________________________
Date_______________
Please return this with the appropriate signatures by Wednesday, August 24, 2016. 
FILM ADVISORY
This class will show films, some of which include serious and mature material and/or rated R.

I want to reinforce the purpose of these movies as not purely entertainment. The objective is to provide a clearer understanding and perception of various concepts in the social sciences.

If you approve or have any objections to your child viewing such films, please acknowledge below: 

__________ YES, I allow my child to view films of a mature nature (rated R).

__________ NO, I do not allow my child to view films of a mature nature (rated R)

Signing below acknowledges receipt and compliance with the syllabus and that the syllabus may be modified during the school year with appropriate notification.

PARENT SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

***The teacher reserves the right to modify the syllabus during the school year.
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Grades will be assigned as follows:


A: 90-100


B: 80-89


C: 70-79


D: 55-69


F: <54











